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May 5, 1999

Food and Drug Administration
Dockets Management Branch
(HFA-305)
5630 Fishers Lane
Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

RE: Docket No. 98N- 1038: Irradiation in the Production.
Processing. and Handling of Food.

The National Consumers League, the nation’s oldest consumer
advocacy organization, is pleased to provide comments regarding the labeling
of irradiated foods. Since its inception in 1899, NCL has worked diligently to
ensure that America’s food supply is safe, wholesome, and properly labeled.

This final rule is intended to clarify the labeling provisions of P.L. 105-
115. Section 403C, the disclosure of irradiation on the labeling of food. NCL
supports FDA’s final rule, requiring both the Radura logo, the international
symbol of radiation treatment, and an additional disclosure statement.
However, NCL feels that the disclosure statement should be more prominent
than the declaration of ingredients required under the applicable regulation
issued under section 403(1)(2) of the act (21 U. S.C. 343(I)(2)). We feel that the
disclosure statement should be placed next to the Radura logo and be at least as
prominent as the “Nutrition Facts” labeling.

Additionally, NCL supports the labeling and inclusion of irradiated
ingredients in any product sold to consumers, even if the end product is not
irradiated. For instance, a sausage that has irradiated beef or pork as one of the
ingredients, but is not irradiated itself as an end product, should include in the
list of ingredients, “irradiated beef or pork.” Full disclosure of all material
ingredients and all processes used to make food products is necessary.
Consumers deserve to know what they are eating. Full disclosure and proper,
prominent labeling requirements will ensure consumer awareness.



.

A recent consumer survey commissioned by Center for Science in the Public Interest
(CSPI) and the AARP shows that consumers overwhelmingly support the labeling of irradiated
food products (88.6 percent). The survey further generally supports NCL’S position that the
irradiated label should be displayed prominently on the front of the food package, with 59.1
percent of respondents saying it should be on the front of the package. On the question of what
term to use for the labeling of irradiated foods, consumers stated clearly that the term “treated by
irradiation” should be on the label by a wide margin (57.8 percent; 15.3 percent preferred the
term “electronically pasteurized,” and 9.2 percent “cold pasteurized”)..

These survey results reinforce that consumers want clear, accurate labeling on all food
products. NCL supports the use of the term “treated by irradiation” or “treated with irradiation”
and feels that consumers deserve full disclosure about irradiated food products. FDA notes that
the law requires that irradiation labeling statements, like other labeling statements, be truthful
and not misleading (403(a) (1)). Other terms such as “cold pasteurization” and “electronic
pasteurization” serve only to obscure information and confuse consumers, and should not be
used.

We also believe that the terms “treated by irradiation” or “treated with irradiation” should
remain consistent on the labeling of all irradiated food products indefinitely. The labeling
provision should not be allowed to “sunset.”

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this important matter.

Respectfidly Submitted,

#* /

DA F GOLODNER
President
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